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FOREWORD

The increasing concermns about dwindling blologicai resources led 1o the
Convention on Biclogleal Diversily in 1992, This convertion, for the first time
recognized scvereign rights of States over their biciogical resources and
emphasized that access to genetic resources shouid be only for environmentally
sound purpases and shouid be subject to nationai leglslations, The access has
to be on mutually agreed terms which inter-alla would inciude recognition of
associated Traditional Knowiedge of indigenous communities and equitable benefit
sharlng amangemants.

Taking cognizance of the provisions of the CBD, and to deal with sxtensive
pressure on our biological resources because of recant blatechnoicgical
developments, India has enacled an umbrella legistation called the Biological
Diversity Rules, 2804. The Actand the Rules ara for guidance of and complacence
by various stake-holders, incluging the Union and the State Governments, Non-
state sectors, and Individuals. | am sure thal this handbock encompassing the
Blological Divatsiy Act and the Rules belng pubfished by the Netlonal Biodiversity
Authority will prove convenient and helpful to the implementers of this Act, and
aiso to ihose seeking access lo biological resources.

t would also like to take this apportunily to allay the fear that this Act may
come into the way of biotechnology advancement or susteinable economic
devslopment aclivities. The Act has been formulated so as to take the gulding
principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) further. The Act aims
at conservation of biolegical resources as well as facilitating access 1o them in a
sustainable manner and through a just access. | must emphasize that Indla being
a mega biodiversily country, should and would like to derive'its stranglh from s
rich genelic diversity, and to achieve this wa nead to have appropriate policies,
programmes, and regulations.

The publication of this book witl go a long way in achieving these
objectives. 1 wish all the people involved in the conservation of bladiversity good

luck in their efforts to make thls world 2 better place to live. Fi

22nd Sentember, 2004
na Sep ember U (& RAJA}

New Delhi,

-



0353 1) @DLORSS)
Udngio

e
"“. J

taes  ooELaTion) GOEIEOEAALY - TUsBAEIET,. - (BT

. e gt
.Wn. L LT ) mn:lrdhmqm OMPAM DR tRpD Qlityoros, sy MHTUIGEED
;dln}' nmmtmm aaReDRCUIKy ofliroe- 2002 200300 At TR 18] amoms
{rmdh:;mnﬂm; g - ol
r T MICPOCIGE] )0 20020 Al OATIN) 51 4R) NKT D)0 SIadXF1ED),

D ayae

DELeROIGRDE G koo Exgeooaske
. ARROTE  BOMYe  LHRBDOST
f;mmﬁ 200408 onvihy SEfgousskIA Mg nNanblonyaonamond). sange
GG, QAL 000, Al axmla  suknxd,  omocy, ndlma.rmm,n_nnw'
Fampemoakiinannd  osmAke  msmsomaERdd  @Eimdde  em rrumuo::m
OOEFUOKIIALY  deuedaedd | aladedlygrd.  ag) Moruomangls )
aldmssaimmed. ool eagpunasucus, USIiDe MUetTUO0m SORCLMNHOIIY
senodounale dadmd mosmges  sodideseond UMD BN
xmﬁmm;m it gomfisscmamom). memen mo woz. mgi
: e ckmacowozt micy s lexrseuoed MBI Bl b cuw
£ 3ETH D) D0} BELMNTo, -

o pimimgen  opm. :,;m‘bemmrg AJOROASKD  quantte ®RANBODA  fruAOM
mmseammra Bl minladlal DA} auUnEoTY  Ceme. £orriions)
soruelkeud ofaais CUIEIm) e deruodol m3akarmeme i X el ah e e mye
MER)] ENUET ESetnmemon] MIRGDODGDUD el ashoyromern o) Has)om)axe '
QOTNOE)  BalCanuOmodt tieounom  mideecd  pogurlkes)red, WOfnof ML@?
lma.:ﬂm;monﬁ oFodAMONEoLls MG TN TundesDeRG], ad wod ,
MINCPAIMANE TNSGEAIIDN OB S8R ICTI mmmm;mm:ra' umm;::m;g
LOGUDEIABHEIHS (T 00 Lo A RIS AR OFlOT e )Slaan afke). '

gomnpemeEiot | oaiedd  coloroorurliagd m;n-n 6] AR  ~iEkoa
;,m-s thlrgorﬂ SAKD  ESHRUOSOIUAL RIS eflmaonfioged  cupdavt
mgWﬂﬁ D] DY DOTTEOAT. 0T kKo OLOETNG MR RIKL
O ERNTEMGE AT es I
W&@@m} _ SEOFINE i KITRSE ke (&0

mwsrﬂ@g, mﬂ@;mmmma—ws w1
DGR (4TI} BIMEE & 7I0306T DO () T35l penail chintminigtarkerglapon i

S oot Fa ST FERTLLIAT

Prof. Dr. 5. KANNAIYAN
M.Sz.. (Ag.) PhD., C. Biol, W.B:l,, (London)
FlaA (Carrbddga]n, FABI (USA), FMANT, FISE, FAME

CHAIRMAN

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY
ATE, {0 Souh Crocs Sheet, Kaptisafudrar Hupe,
Pl i, Chanveai - GO0 &4 1. Tamdnach).

Tl - (- 2400805 Fax H4E2AR1H
aemal ; nsa_indiatgvaslnel
Wobs 40 | wiwtv.nbandia,.ong

-FOREWORD

Bioresources are lmportant components for progress and sconomic
aciivities of a nation. But bloresources management and utilization for human
welfare is very important for the aptimum utilization of the bloresources. Awareness
of the Importance and implications of bioresources among common paople as
well 28 elite educated citizens for safeguarding and protacting the optimum znd
balance way of using the bioressurces needs critical shudies to focus the natural
hloresources weaith for the benefit of not enly the present generation of our people
but also fo our future generations for their better, healthy and paaceiul living on
the earth. The problems facing at prasent is the over expleitation of biorasaurces
which would not only have negative impact on the environment but alsq sometirnes
totally destroy and erode the imporiant bioresources which are available at local
level, regional level and national levels. Biological resources inciudes genatic
resources, organisms or parts thereof, populations, or any other biotle component
of ecosystems with actuat or potential use or value for humanity, Therafare,
handling Bioresources in a praper manner in an appropiate way is important for
the oplimurn use without over exploitation of our bioresources weallh.

Biodiversity is baing lost as on today more rapidly than atany time inthe
past several million years. Some Biolagist believe that about 60,000 of the world's
2 40,000 plant species perhaps even higher proporiions of vertebrate and insect
spacies could become extinct within the next thirty years if the same trends
continue. But even a species at no risk of extination can lose much of it potential
through the loss of genatic material by reduction in range, nembers and varietles.
The current losses to biodiversity can be attributed to direct causes including
habitat ioss and fragmentation, invasion of intraduced specles, over exploitation
of living resources and modemn agriculture and forestry practices. The basic
problems of losses to biodiversiy includes

4+ The unsustamably high rate of human population growth and
natural resourcas consumplion.

+ The Sieadily narrowing selection of traded products from
agricultura, forestry and fisheries.

4+ Economic systems that fail to value economic rasgurces.

4+ inequity in ownership, management and flow of benefits from balh
the use and conservation of Biodiversity,



4+ Deficiencias in knowisdge and application

+ legal and institutional systems that promote unsustainsbie
exploitation,

Loss of species and genstic diverslity presenis a serious threat to the goal of
susiainable agricultura, Specles and genetic diversity provide sources of pest
resistance and control, new domeaticates and the genetic raw material for plant
breeding and genetic enginesring.

After an extensive and inlensive comsuitation process involving the
stakehaqlders, Central Govemment has brough Biclogical Diversity Act, 2002, with
tho following features.;

+ To regulate access fo biological resources of the counfry with the
purpese of securing equitable share in benefits arising out of the
use of bisiogical resource and associated traditional knowledge
relating to biological resources,

+ To conserve and sustainable use of Biodiversity and Biological
FRSOUICES,

4 To respect and protect traditional knowladge of lacal communities
relating Biodiversity. ’

+ To secure sharing of benefits with local people as conservers of
biorescurces and heider of knowledge and information relating to
the use of bloresources,

4+ Conservation and davelopment of areas of importanca from the
~ status of biofogical diversity by declaring them as biclogical diversity
heritage site protection and rehabilitation of threatenad species.

4 Involvement of Instltutions and Stale Governments in the broad
schame of the implementation of the Biological Diverslty Act through
constitution of State Blodlversity Boards {SBB) and Biodlversity
Mariagement Committess (BMC).

Itis very impoitant to protact and conserve the Blodiversity for the weifare of the
humanbeings and awareness on the Importance of Blodiversity and its economic
valuas as well as threats to biodiversily among the commen peapla, slits cifizens,
teachers, scientists, administrators, scholars, students and school children needs
to ba created to save our National wealth of Biodiversity,

Dats : 25;1 2.2005
Prof 8. KANNAIYAN

Place : Chennal
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ABOUT NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY

Biodiversity is & mutti-disciplinary subject invohving diverse activities and
action. It encompasses the variety of ail life on earth. With only 2.5 per cent of
land area, India alraady accounts for 7.8 per cent of global racorded species.
Dver 46000 species of plants and 81,000 specles of animals have been
racorded in the country so 1ar by the Botanical Survey of India, and the Zoological
Survey of Indla, respactively. Indiais an acknowledged center of crop diversity,
and harbours many wild relatives and breeds oi domesticated animals. India
Is alse rich in traditional knowiedge, boin coded and informat. The stakeholders
in bictogical diversity include the Central Government, State Governments,
Institutions of local self-governmental erganizations, industry, efc. Ornie of the
major challenges before India lies in adopting an instrurnent, which helps realize
the objectives of equitable sharing of banefits enshrined in the Convention of

Biological Diversily.

India is party to the Cenvention of Biological Diversity {1982). Ths
Govemnment of India established The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) in
2003 al Chennai in accordance with Biological Diversity Acl, 2002. with the
following objectives:

|, To reguiate access to biological resources, of the country with the purpase
of securing equitable share in benedits arising out of the use of hiclogical
resources, and associated knowledge relating to biological resources.

li. To conserve and sustainable use of biological diversity.

ili. To respect and protect knowledge of focal communities related to
hiodiversity.

fv. To secure sharing of benefits with local people as conservers of hiclogical
resources and holders of knowledge and information relating to the use cf
biological resources.

v. Conservation and development of areas of imporiance from the standpaint
of biological diversity declaring them as biological diversity hatitage site.

vi. Protection and rehahilitation of threatened species and

Involvement of institutions of State Governmanis in the broad scheme of

the implemeniation of the Biological Diversity Act through constitution of

committees.

vii.
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